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Catriona McLaughlin, who has been
busy making a name for herself directing
plays in London, will return to the North
West later this month for the first-ever
Farquhar Theatre Festival.

Catriona, who is originally from
Carndonagh, recently received the
prestigious Clore Fellowship, which is an
accolade given to people making an
impression on the arts scene. This is a
great achievement for an Irish person
working in the UK.

In Derry, she’ll be directing one of

Carn director returns
for new Dennry festival

The new festival is the brain child of
local man Jonathan Burgess and has been
three years in the making..

The Blue Eagle George Farquhar Theatre
Festival will celebrate the work of the
world-famous Derry playwright. Born in
1677, Farquhar is credited with some of the
finest examples of comedy from the post-
Restoration era of theatre.

Blue Eagle Productions will produce
versions of ‘The Recruiting Officer’ and
‘The Constant Couple,” as well as bringing
a touring production of ‘The Beaux
Stratagem’ to the city. These productions
will be staged in non-traditional theatre
venues, thereby engaging the city's first

There will also be two abridged
rehearsed readings of Farquhar's four
other plays - ‘The Inconstant,” ‘Love And A
Bottle, ‘Sir Harry Wildair’ and ‘The Twin
Rivals’.

The Festival will also host talks on
Farquhar, his life and times as well as on
theatre from the period, and will include
readings of Farquhar's poetry and recitals
of music from the era.

Actors taking part include Nigel Betts,
who has recently appeared in ‘Emmerdale’
as Eddie Hope and was in ‘The Bill’ just this
week, and Emma Thornett, who appeared
in the West End production of ‘Blood
Brothers’.

Faquhar’s most popular plays,
Recruiting Officer’.

‘The

architecture of the city.

major playwright with some of the ancient

For more information,
www.blueeagleproductions.co.uk.
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Catriona McLaughlin, from Carndonagh, will be returning to the North West this month for the first Farquhar
Theatre Festival in Derry. She's pictured here with the festival organiser, playwright Jonathan Burgess.

Derry dominates at national science event

Derry schools have come out on top
at a prestigious national science com-
petition.

Ireland’s top secondary level science
students battled for Gold at the 15th
IBM/DCU Irish Science Olympiad (ISO)
at Dublin City University (DCU) last
weekend.

Over 250 Irish secondary school
students, from all 32 counties, were
challenged in Biology, Chemistry,
Computer Programming and Physics in
a competition designed to further their
interest in science and technology.

A total of five local students were
presented with awards at the event
including:-Ryan Breslin, St Columbs
College, (Gold in Biology); Matthew
Nicholl, Foyle College, (Gold in
Physics); Carol-ann Gallagher, Thornhill
College, (Bronze in Biology); Emma
O’Kane, Thonhill College, Derry (Bronze
in Chemistry; and Thomas McFadden,
St Columbs College, (Bronze in
Chemistry).

Schools from around the country
nominated their leading science
students to compete in the annual ISO

finals for All-lreland Gold, Silver and
Bronze medals and, ultimately, a chance
to represent Ireland at the International
Science Olympiads later this year.

The annual IBM/DCU Irish Science
Olympiad aims to stimulate the active
interest of students; to promote and
reward the pursuit of excellence in the
sciences; and to convey the importance
of advanced study and progressive
learning in science.

The top four students from each
subject will be invited compete at this
year’s International Science Olympiads,
which will be held in India for Biology;
Hungary for Chemistry; Egypt for
Computer Programming and Vietnam
for Physics. Success on the
international stage will result in Irish
Gold Medal winners receiving a €2,500
IBM University scholarship; silver
medal winners will receive a €1,250
scholarship; and bronze medal winners
will receive a €750 scholarship. At last
year’s 2007 International Olympiads,
five Irish students were presented with
bronze medals and a €750 IBM
University Scholarship.

Pictured, from left, are Biology Gold medal winners at the IBM/DCU
Irish Science Olympiad in Dublin last weekend. Douglas Temple,
Booterstown, Dublin; Minister for Education and Science, Mary
Hanafin, T.D; and Ryan Breslin, St Columb’s College, Buncrana Road,
Derry.

Pictured, from left, are Chemistry Bronze medal winners at the IBM/DCU
Irish Science Olympiad in Dublin last weekend - Eavan Gleeson, Holy Faith
Secondary School, Clontarf, Dublin; Minister for Education and Science,
Mary Hanafin, TD; Emma O’Kane, Thonhill College, Derry; and Thomas

McFadden, St Columb’s College, Derry.

Pictured, from left, are Biology Bronze medal winners at the IBM/DCU Irish
Science Olympiad in Dublin last weekend - Andrea Bickerdike, Ashton
School, Blackrock Road, Cork; Minister for Education and Science, Mary
Hanafin, T.D; Stephanie Croghan, Sutton Park, Dublin; and Carol-Ann

Gallagher, Thornhill College, Derry.

Great Northern Hotel,
Sunday 24th February 2008, 12-6pm
Admission Free

We cordially invite you to our

WEDDING FAYRE

Bundoran

The Donegal Democrat, Donegal’s biggest selling newspaper & Great Northern Hotel, Donegal's
finest Wedding venue have teamed up to produce the North West best Wedding Fayre of 2008.
If you are getting married in 2008/09 this event is not to be missed. Displaying everything from
Sculptures, Favours to cake/wine samples & from accessories, jewellery suppliers to live bands
- so come along and plan your perfect day.

Catwalk displays for Bridal (2008/09 collection),
Bridesmaids, Men's, Kids & Mother of the bride

Win a holiday worth €1500 (proceeds to North WWest Donegal Hospice)
Goodie Bags free for every visitor!!
Free entry into a draw for a weekend break
Wine on arrival
Spedal Great Northem rates for all visitors who want to make a weekend out of it!

This event is NOT TO BE MISSED

Exhibitors - Limited stands available.

Contact Margaret: 04871 272205 / margaret.foley@jpress.co.uk
e

Pictured, from left, are Physics Gold medal winners at the
IBM/DCU Irish Science Olympiad in Dublin last weekend. Mark
Moriarty, Christian Brothers College, Cork; Minister for
Education and Science, Mary Hanafin, T.D; and Matthew Nicholl,
Foyle College, Derry.

Victims commissioner
will draw on Bloody
Sunday role

One of the newly appointed victims com-
missioners has described her experience
working with the Bloody Sunday Trust as a
“huge leg-up” to her new position.

Patricia MacBride worked as the project
manager for the Bloody Sunday Trust in
Derry for six years and said the experience
she gained there had proved to be
“invaluable.”

“Certainly the six years I spent working
with the Bloody Sunday Trust was a huge
leg up for this post. Not only was I working
with a community based organisation
addressing the needs of survivors and
victims, but I also had the opportunity to
work with people from right across the
community and indeed right across the
world and see how they try to deal with
their experience. I will draw on that
experience when I go out into the field with
my fellow commissioners and I am sure
they will also use their own experience,”
he said.

Ms MacBride said she expects her new
post to be challenging but explained she is
looking forward to the task. “We are under
no illusions about the nature of this job. I
am expecting huge challenges. The first
thing the four of us want to do is put the
difficulties surrounding the application
process behind us and move forward and
get on with our work.

“One of the greatest facing us is reaching
out to everyone whose views we want to
take into consideration. [ want to reach out
particularly to the people who do not
already belong to victims groups and the
people who are out there eon their own,
trying to manage their grief and suffering
by themselves.

Patrica MacBride, one of the newly
announced Victims Commissioners.

“The main consideration for me and for
the other members of the commission will
be the needs of victims. We will be meeting
to work out our approach in terms of our
remit and funding and a number of other
issues but it will certainly be a bottom up
approach. It will be victim centred and
victim led,” she said.

Ms MacBride said she is confident all
members of the new commission will work
well together. “We have known each other
for just a week now and in that short time
we have already established a good
working relationship. We all have a great
deal of respect for each other and we are
comfortable working together and all of us
are looking forward to getting on with what
we have been chosen to do,” she said.

Direct Payments Information Workshops

Do you receive or have you been assessed as needing personal social
service from the Trust?

If so, you may be able to opt for Direct Payments so you can arrange
the support you need for yourself, giving you more independence of
your own lifestyle!

Find out more at the Direct Payment Information Workshop in:
Ramada, Da Vinci’s Hotel, L'Derry on Wednesday

6 February 2008 at 1pm to 3pm centrefore @ @ ®
In ndent ® [

To book a place, please contact: depel Ii‘\jlﬁlg 000

Helen or Claire on 028 82 248926 belfast ® © ® ®

Drunken Duck
Bar & Restaurant

Shroove, Greencastle
Tel: 00353 7493 81362

Strabane moves to set
up group on suicide

A large crowd gathered in Strabane on
Wednesday evening for a Suicide
Awareness Meeting aimed finding ways to
help vulnerable people in Strabane
District.

The meeting was organised by
Madeline McCurdy, whose sister Grainne
tragically took her own life eight years
ago, and representatives from a number
of different support groups spoke at the
event.

Madeline said: “When I lost my sister |
had the backing of my family but little or

no support from counsellors or
professionals.
“The problem was that the

| | professionals I spoke to hadn’t lost
||| anyone close themselves and so I may as

well have been talking to a stranger.”

Madeline wanted to organise an open
meeting that everyone was welcome to
attend, whether or not they have suffered
abereavement because of suicide or have
contemplated it themselves.

Madeline said: “The meeting on
Wednesday was just the next step in the
process of setting up a group that people
can turn to if they are worried or feel
vulnerable. Suicide affects people from all
walks of life and it is important that they
are able to voice their opinions and
express themselves. That is why we are
doing this.”

The meeting was held in the Fir Trees,
Strabane, and there are plans for a follow-
up towards the end of February.

Pictured are speakers at the Suicide Awareness Meeting in Strabane on Wednesday

|

evening. From left are representatives from the Men's Action Network, Cahal
Monaghan, chairman of the meeting, Mickey Cunningham, John Magee and Wendy

McColgan.

Valentines Day at the Drunken Duck
be welcomed with a complementary
glass of champagne.

Enjoy a wonderful 3 course meal
for only €44 per couple

Booking highly recommended

Back by popular demand - 2 course meal every
Wednesday Thurs and Fri for only €13.95 per
person

Bookings now being taken for Mothers Day
Sunday 23rd March, First Communions
and Confirmations

WeSpeciaise in Corporate Slop Smoking

www.smokebeaters.com

searers =&
Dr Mary Mitchell

free phone N.Ire 08000320542
low call S.Ir 1890 946 466

We have a 100% guarantee that if you don't stop
smoking in 1 hour you can come back free for 1 year. |
have been passionate in helping people like you stop
smoking for over 10 years. Beat your mind at its own
game and become a permanent non smoker. | have
the system that is especially designed to make you
stop right now.
we specialise in corporate stop smoking

WWW.SMO eaters.com

Hot tub slashed

Vandals have slashed the cover of a hot
tub at a house in Largy Road in Limavady.

The damage, which has been estimated
at £1,800, was discovered around 7.30pm
on Friday, January 25 but may have
occurred sometime during the previous
day.

Anyone who can help to identify those
responsible is asked to contact the police
at Limavady on 0845 600 8000, or through
the ‘Crimestoppers’ charity anonymously
on freephone 0800 555111.

Online




